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Key Stage 2 SATs 2019 

Information for Parents 

In the week beginning 13th May, Year 6 children will sit tests in: 

 Reading 

 Maths 

 Spelling, Punctuation and Grammar (GAPS) 

  

Date  (AM) 

Monday 13th May English GAPS test – Paper 1 (Short answer questions) 

English GAPS test – Paper 2 (Spelling)  

Tuesday 14th May English Reading test 

Wednesday 15th May Mathematics – Paper 1 (Arithmetic) 

Mathematics – Paper 2 (Reasoning) 

Thursday 16th May Mathematics – Paper 3 (Reasoning) 

 

Writing 

For the current Year 6, teachers will assess children’s writing composition, so your 
child’s result for writing will be a careful judgement of their work across Year 6. Work 
from across the curriculum will be assessed. 

 

  



Interim teacher assessment framework at the end of key stage 2 - Writing 

Working TOWARDS the expected standard 

The pupil can: 

• write for a range of purposes 

• use paragraphs to organise ideas 

• in narratives, describe settings and characters 

• in non-narrative writing, use simple devices to structure the writing and support the reader (e.g. 
headings, sub-headings, bullet points) 

• use capital letters, full stops, question marks, commas for lists and apostrophes for contraction mostly 
correctly 

• spell correctly most words from the year 3 / year 4 spelling list, and some words from the year 5 / year 6 
spelling list* 

• write legibly.1  

Working AT the expected standard 

The pupil can: 

• write effectively for a range of purposes and audiences, selecting language that shows good awareness of 

the reader (e.g. the use of the first person in a diary; direct address in instructions and persuasive writing) 

• in narratives, describe settings, characters and atmosphere 

• integrate dialogue in narratives to convey character and advance the action 

• select vocabulary and grammatical structures that reflect what the writing requires, doing this mostly 

appropriately (e.g. using contracted forms in dialogues in narrative; using passive verbs to affect how 

information is presented; using modal verbs to suggest degrees of possibility) 

• use a range of devices to build cohesion (e.g. conjunctions, adverbials of time and place, pronouns, 

synonyms) within and across paragraphs 

• use verb tenses consistently and correctly throughout their writing 

• use the range of punctuation taught at key stage 2 mostly correctly^ (e.g. inverted commas and other 

punctuation to indicate direct speech) 

• spell correctly most words from the year 5 / year 6 spelling list,* and use a dictionary to check the 

spelling of uncommon or more ambitious vocabulary 

• maintain legibility in joined handwriting when writing at speed.2   



Working AT GREATER DEPTH within the expected standard 

The pupil can: 

• write effectively for a range of purposes and audiences, selecting the appropriate form and drawing 

independently on what they have read as models for their own writing (e.g. literary language, 

characterisation, structure) 

• distinguish between the language of speech and writing3 and choose the appropriate register 

• exercise an assured and conscious control over levels of formality, particularly through manipulating 

grammar and vocabulary to achieve this 

• use the range of punctuation taught at key stage 2 correctly (e.g. semi-colons, dashes, colons, hyphens) 

and, when necessary, use such punctuation precisely to enhance meaning and avoid ambiguity.^ 

[There are no additional statements for spelling or handwriting]  

 

Notes 

* These are detailed in the word lists within the spelling appendix to the national curriculum (English Appendix 1). Teachers 

should refer to these to exemplify the words that pupils should be able to spell.  
^ This relates to punctuation taught in the national curriculum, which is detailed in the grammar and punctuation appendix to 
the national curriculum (English Appendix 2). Pupils are expected to be able to use the range of punctuation shown here in 
their writing, but this does not mean that every single punctuation mark must be evident.  
2 The national curriculum states that pupils should be taught to ‘use the diagonal and horizontal strokes that are needed to 
join letters and understand which letters, when adjacent to one another, are best left unjoined’.  
3 Pupils should recognise that certain features of spoken language (e.g. contracted verb forms, other grammatical 

informality, colloquial expressions, long coordinated sentences) are less likely in writing and be able to select alternative 

vocabulary and grammar.   



The Papers 

Reading 

The reading test consists of a single test paper with three unrelated reading texts; this will 
be a selection of fiction, non-fiction and poetry texts. The test will last for 60 minutes and 
this will include reading time. The paper will be scored out of 50 which will then be 
converted into a scaled score.  

Just over half the marks (25-35 marks) will be awarded for one-mark answers. There will be 
5-8 two-mark questions and 1-4 three-mark questions. The breakdown of content covered 
is shown in this table: 

 

The reading test booklet is to be 1,800-2,300 words in total across a selection of texts. 

Grammar, Punctuation and Spelling (GAPS) 

For GAPS, there will be two papers. Paper 1, of 45-minute duration, will assess punctuation 
and grammar (50 marks) through short answer questions. Paper 2 will assess spelling (20 
marks). The spelling test will be read to pupils, with each spelling contained within a 
contextualised sentence. As with reading, overall marks out of 70 will be converted to a 
scaled score. 

Most questions on the punctuation and grammar paper will be short answers, with some 
sentence answers towards the end of the paper. There will be no extension paper. The 
breakdown of content over the two papers is shown in the table below. Note that ‘language 
strategies’ refers to words and words-building (so will include some element of vocabulary). 

 



Mathematics 

The first paper is a 30-minute arithmetic paper, which assesses content from the number 
domain only. This paper will consist largely of one-mark questions using context-free 
calculations. There will be some 2-mark questions for long multiplication and long division 
calculations. In two-mark questions, it will only be possible to obtain a single mark for a 
wrong answer derived from a correct method when using the intended standard method. 
There are 30 marks for this paper, representing 27% of the total test score. 

There will be a further two test papers, each lasting 40 minutes and containing 40 marks. 
These will assess fluency, reasoning and problem solving, in a manner similar to the current 
tests. Up to half of the questions will be provided within a context. There will be no 
calculator paper (and calculators cannot be used in the tests), and no extension paper. 
Formulae will be provided where required (apart from the area and volume of a shape). As 
with other tests, raw scores will be converted to a scaled score, with 100 representing the 
expected standard. 

The profile of marks by paper and National Curriculum element is as follows: 

 

The table below shows the distribution of marks across the content domain:

 

  



The Results 

The Reading, GAPS and Mathematics tests are externally marked and results will be 

communicated to children and parents in July. National Curriculum levels (e.g. level 3, 4, 5) 

have now been abolished. From 2016, test scores will be reported as scaled scores, 

between the values of 80 and 120; 100 will represent the national standard. A child who 

achieves the national standard of 100 will be judged to have met the expected standard in 

the areas assessed by the tests. Unlike in previous years, there won’t be any separate tests 

for more able children.  

How can I help my child? 

 Support and reassure your child that there is nothing to worry about and that they 
should always just try their best. Praise and encourage.  
 

 Make sure they have all of the things they need for school. 
 

 Support and encourage your child with homework tasks. Make sure you know what 
homework has been set and that it is done thoroughly. Always emphasise effort 
above attainment. 

 

 Ensure that your child has the best possible attendance at school.  
 

 Help with revision – reading, spelling, arithmetic, comprehension and grammar. Talk 
to your child about what they have learnt at school and what books they are reading. 

 

 Early nights, a healthy diet and a ‘normal’ routine. 
 

Some useful Revision Websites 

 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/ks2/ 

http://www.primarygames.co.uk/ 

http://www.primaryhomeworkhelp.co.uk/revision/ 

http://www.sparkisland.com 

http://www.icteachers.co.uk/children/children_sats.htm 

 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/ks2/
http://www.primarygames.co.uk/
http://www.primaryhomeworkhelp.co.uk/revision/
http://www.sparkisland.com/
http://www.icteachers.co.uk/children/children_sats.htm


Revision Apps 

I am learning: KS2 English - £1.99   KS2 SATs English - £2.99 

KS2 English Revision Quiz – Free   Test your English Grammar Lite - Free 

My English Grammar Test – Free   My English Grammar Test PRO – £0.99 

Grammar Up: Free Edition – Free   Grammar Quiz Primary 1 – Free 

Punctuation Marks - £1.99    Key Stage 2 English - £3.99 

Grammar Express: Parts of Speech Lite – Free Grammaropolis – Free 

 

SATS KS2 – Free      I am Learning: KS2 Maths - £1.99  

KS2 SATs Maths - £2.99     DoodleMaths (7-11) - Free  

The 99 club – mental maths - FREE   7-11 KS2 Maths – Free    

 Squeebles – varying activities -  varying 

price 

 


